OPIN ION
Evolution of environmental regulationsin the hydrocarbons (sector)
by Cecilia Quiroz*

The publication of Legislative Decree No. 613, Brevironmental Code, passed in Peru
in 1990, is one of the first references to envirental protection regarding human
activities in general. As regards investment prgjelcegislative Decree No. 757, the
Private Investment Promotion Law, establishes tiigation of submitting
Environmental Impact Assessments for this typeneéstments.

In the specific case of hydrocarbons activities, ltydrocarbons Act, approved in
1993, includes this obligation and develops it tiglo Supreme Decree No. 046-93-EM,
which passed the first Environmental ProtectionRatipns for Hydrocarbon Activities.
These regulations established that hydrocarbon aniep must obtain prior
environmental authorization before commencing theiivities within the area specified
by their contracts. Likewise, they establisheccgmeenvironmental protection rules, as
they set forth the technical conditions for thealepment of hydrocarbons activities,
intended to reduce or minimize the environmentagddots which may arise.

Supreme Decree No. 015-2006-EM was enacted intM2006, taking into
consideration the technological advances in thedoatbons industry. This decree
approved the standing Environmental Protection Reigms for Hydrocarbons
Activities.

Such law ratified that hydrocarbon companies adeuthe obligation of
obtaining an environmental authorization prior tartsng any activity. Moreover, it
established other environmental protection aspsuatd) as the mandatory nature of re-
injecting production waters, and the dimensionses$mic paths and fly camps. In
general, it established the most suitable techeigatlitions for developing responsible
work in sensitive environments.

Besides having issued specific regulations foydrocarbons sector activities,
Peru also has passed general regulations applimatiiem, such as the environmental
quality standards for soils, water and air, and\la&imum Allowable Limits, in the
corresponding cases.

It is worth adding that, according to the contmatttlauses agreed between the
Peruvian Government and hydrocarbon companiedattes are committed to the
compliance with all environmental regulations inci®on the contract execution date,
therefore, prior to commencing of their activitidsgy must have an environmental
management instrument approved by the relevanbetyhauthorizing them to carry out
their respective activities.



The preparation of this instrument requires aeits’ participation process, to
ensure that all the populations comprised withaittiluence areas of the projects have
expressed their opinions, suggestions and comments.

The system is completed with the activities fqueswising the compliance with
the environmental legislation and contractual asygntrusted to the relevant
environmental authority, which is entitled to apfig administrative sanctions for the
noncompliance with the obligations undertaken leydbmpanies, in case they may take
place.

As we may appreciate, the environmental regulatfonthe hydrocarbons sector
are composed of a dynamic system, which is undestaat revision, to incorporate
technical requirements that limit the environmeitgact and contribute to the
sustainable development of this activity.
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